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Grand Chef de Gare  
Donald K. Schreiber 

 

Voyageurs, 
Let me start by saying thanks to all who showed such 

concern about my health problems. Some things are still 

being checked out and I should have some idea what the 

future holds for me shortly. 

 

Now some good news—as you all know the 91
st
 

Promenade Nationale was held in Springfield, Illinois, 

the 7
th

 through the 11
th

 of September. Louisiana was 

well represented from the start and by Saturday 

everyone knew that we were there.  

 Hank Kwiatkowski is Chef de Chemin de Fer 2011 

 Sixteen positions (either elected or appointed) are now held by Louisiana Voyageurs. 

I have never seen so few people do so much to make the hospitality room such a hit from the décor to the food 

served. The guest sign-in book showed six-hundred, but I venture a guess that over half were Mr. & Mrs. I will not 

try to name each worker—you know what you accomplished and we all say “Thank you.” 

 

October is designated as “Membership Month.” Let’s make our Chef de Chemin de Fer proud—get your dues in as 

early as possible. 

 

New members? They are out there. Remember that they don’t come after you—you go after them. Let’s go out of 

the past and into the future as one of the largest veteran’s organizations in the nation. This will take some hard work, 

but it can be done.  

 

Until next time, God bless each of you, and God bless the U. S.  A. 

        Donald Schreiber 

***** 

Grand Officers for 2010-11 
 
TITLE NAME VOITURE  TITLE NAME VOITURE 

Chef de Gare  Don Schreiber 137  Commis Voy John DeMoss 1588 

Chef de Train Charles Aucoin 1584  Historien Carl A. Barr 1588 

Chef de Train Raymond Walters 1616  Drapeau Jesse Morrison 1588 

Correspondant Henry Kwiatkowski 1588  Chem Nat'l Joe Caldwell 137 

Sous Corr. Dudley LeBlanc 1038  Alt Chem Nat'l Terry Sharp 224 

Comm. Intend Cliff Kershaw 309  Cheminot Charles Rodgers 1588 

Medicin Kenneth LaFleur 1351  Cheminot Paul Strange 1588 

Avocat Richard Jakubiak 309  Cheminot Henry Montgomery 1532 

Conducteur Dennis Engdahl 137  Cheminot Mike Bourque 1577 

Gard de la Port Gil Lovelady 1588  Cheminot Eldon Guidry 1618 

Lampiste Alex Gueho 340  Aumonier Charley Parent 309 
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2nd Grand Cheminot Minutes 
(Edited) 

The 2
nd

 Grand Cheminot was called to order in Alexandria at 0910, 21 Aug 2010, in the home of Post 3 by Grand 
Chef de Gare Donald K. Schreiber. 42 Voyageurs Militaire were present. All Grand officers present except; Garde de 
Porte Gil Lovelady, Chem Natl Joe Caldwell, Grand Chem Henry Montgomery. Grand Chefs de Gare Passe missing 
were Sheldon Boone, Elton Bourque, Joe Caldwell, Harold Deshotel, Cecil Faries, Paul Landry, Gilbert Lovelady, 
Ronnie Perry, Mannie Talianich Sr., Robert Vercher, Leonard Walters.   
 
Voitures Locale 137, 201, 224, 309, 313, 340, 430, 1038, 1351, 1577, 1584, 1588, 1618 were present; Chefs de Gare 
were present except Voiture 430. 
 
Grand Chef Schreiber asked for a notion to accept the minutes of the previous Grand Cheminot as they were 
circulated and published in “The Cajun Link.” A notion was passed. Sous Correspondant reported that the officer’s 
Chapeaux and Passe Pin have been ordered, and the names of delegates to Promenade Nationale have been 
forwarded. 
 
The Finance Committee met at 9:00am prior to the Cheminot. All Grand monies were accounted for and 
everything was in order and the books were balanced. Sous Correspondant told the Voitures and Voyageurs to 
please remit all dues to him. Voyageur Donna Fransen-Miller reported on the Cook Books; they are in; she has 
distributed all but 100 to Voitures or Voyageurs. She asked that she be contacted for any desired additional copies. 
The books have been paid for; any additional income will be profit. Voyageur John Cobbs reported that the Spring 
Fling in Bossier was a huge success; next year it will be in Monroe. He asked for help and donations from all 
Voitures. He also stated that he would have the needed information by the Cajun Wreck.  
 
Appointments for Grand Medicin Kenneth “Doc” Lafleur, Youth Sports Voyageur Howell, and Activities Larry 
Abshire were confirmed as read. Grand Correspondant Hank expounded on the necessity of all Voitures filing a 990 
form to the IRS. 
 
Without further business on the table, following prayer and salute to colors, the 2

nd
 Grand Cheminot was 

adjourned at 11:27am by Grand Chef de Gare Schreiber. 
 
Dudley P. LeBlanc 
Sous Grand Correspondant 
August 21, 2010 

 

Notice 

“The Cajun Link” 
Subscription Price now $2.00 year 

The Grand Finance Committee approved the change at the meeting on 21 August 2010, 
effective for all new and renewed subscriptions after that date. 

Mail fees with name, address and Voiture Number to: 
 

Grand Commissaire Intendant Cliff Kershaw 

2027 Antonio Road 

Port Allen, LA 70767 
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Membership 

 
MEMBERSHIP STATUS FOR LOUISIANA – 21 Oct 2010 (National Web Posting) 
        http://www.fortyandeight.org/  

 
General Grande         Voiture        2010        2011 % of Quota   Short 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 108 34 28 82.35% -6 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 137 159 150 94.34% -9 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 201 51 32 62.75% -19 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 224 23 20 86.96% -3 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 274 21 15 71.43% -6 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 309 39 38 97.44% -1 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 313 25 16 64.00% -9 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 340 24 23 95.83% -1 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 392 11 10 90.91% -1 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 430 17 0 0.00% -17 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 1038 78 53 67.95% -25 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 1351 35 11 31.43% -24 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 1360 36 30 83.33% -6 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 1522 39 16 41.03% -23 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 1532 17 16 94.12% -1 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 1577 20 10 50.00% -10 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 1584 26 16 61.54% -10 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 1588 56 25 44.64% -31 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 1602 12 1 8.33% -11 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 1615 85 85 100.00% 0 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 1616 36 8 22.22% -28 

MOLEN LOUISIANA 1618 27 9 33.33% -18 

 

 

 
Thursday, October 21, 2010 Membership by Percent 

 
Grande 2010 2011 %of Quota short goal %of goal 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -- 

 
1 MEXICO 26 26 100.00% 0 27 96.30% 

 
2 WYOMING 34 32 94.12% -2 35 91.43% 

 
3 NEW HAMPSHIRE 225 199 88.44% -26 231 86.15% 

 
4 LOUISIANA 871 612 70.26% -259 893 68.53% 

 

 

 

http://www.fortyandeight.org/
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TAPS  
 

V. 201 Arthur Seymour              *V. 1615* 

V. 340         Peter Corrent  R. Amos    W. C. Austin 

V. 340         George Lezu  Jack Bates   C. Berotte 

V. 1038  Roy L. Knight  D. Bottoms  J. Carroll  

V. 1038 Bert P. Knight  D. Courtney  F. Gates 

V. 1351 Connie Lejune  R. Cunningham  W. Hilliard 

V. 1360 Thomas H. Brown III R. Holiday   J. Hancock 

V. 1360 E. A. McCormick  Albert Lotz  Gary Magee 

V. 1360 Reuben Sumrall  R. Marse   J. Mayeaux 

V. 1584 Garry McFarlain J. Maylie   V. Pliasance 

                            Carl Reed    Cyril Sharp 

                            S. Tucker   Emile Zacharia 
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Grand Aumonier Charley Parent 

 
Almighty God, our guide and divine protector, give thy blessing upon Hank Kwiatkowski who has been elected as our 
Chef de Chemin de Fer. We beseech Thee, O Lord, who art present amongst us, grant wisdom unto him so he can 
continue to provide us with the leadership required to make the Forty and Eight a much better organization.  Our 
heavenly Father, we ask your blessing for our comrade Voyageurs Militaire who have a deep respect for our Chef de 
Chemin de Fer and wish him long life, happiness and continued success in all his endeavors. May thy strength 
sustain him, may thy power preserve him, may thy hand protect him in the fruitful and faithful performance of his 
duties. Amen. 

      Charley Parent 
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Grande Fund Raiser Cook Books 
It's not too late for you to get your copy of the Grande du Louisiana cookbook. The cookbooks sell for $15 
and the proceeds will be split between the Grande and the Voitures.  There are 93 pages of fun filled 
facts and recipes that are sure to delight any taste bud. To either buy a book or get more information, 
contact Dennis Engdahl at dengdahl1943@gmail.com or Donna Fransen-Miller at dkfransen@yahoo.com 
or (504) 722-2469. 

 

Public Relations 
I have once again been given the privilege of being Grand Public Relations Directeur for the next year. In addition, I have been 
honored by an appointment as a Nationale Sous Directeur for Public Relations.  This next year, my goal is to promote the 40&8 
to the best of my abilities and to see our organization grow.  In this direction, packets will be mailed to each Voiture containing 
the new Public Relations manual, and the new nomination for membership applications.  There are two sizes now, the full page 
one and a smaller wallet size that can be carried with you. I will also be encouraging each Voiture to complete the Public 
Relations report that is in the Petite Communique. This will allow us to see what direction we are going in, and help us to 
promote the 40&8 better.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me (504) 722-2469 or email 
dkfransen@yahoo.com.  Donna Fransen-Miller 

 
Voiture Activities  
Larry Abshire, Chairman 

105 Noma Lane, Westlake, LA 70669 

larryabshire@netcommander.com 

cell 337-304-6980 – home 337-433-5690 

 
I am asking for help from each Voiture by turning in Voiture Activity Reports so that we will get credit for all our hard work. Write it 
down! Keep good records! Render reports to Grand. Consider promenades, wrecks, hospital visits, funerals, etc.—you do have 
activities—report them. 
 
Obtain the reporting form on line http://www.fortyandeight.org—go to > Main Index > Download Forms > Petite Communique > 
Voiture Activity Report. You can fill the form in on line and e-mail it to me, or you can print the form, fill it in, and send it via USPS 
mail to my home address above. If I can help you, call me anytime. 

 

Nurses Training 
Grand Directeur Cliff Kershaw 

 I have the 2011 Pins available at this time. If you haven't gotten them, let me know and I will get them to you.  Some 
Voitures got the pins at the 2nd Grand Cheminot. If they are on consignment, please send the check to the Grand Directeur 
made out to Grand Voiture de la Louisiana. Donation for pins is $3.00 each. Let’s get the funds submitted to Grand so we 
can get the funds forwarded to Nationale Directeur Ken Lefleur.   It’s time to submit an application to Boland Trust for 
another Nurse in training. Cliff Kershaw, 2027 Antonio Road, Port Allen, LA 70767 clijeakershaw@cox.net         
 

 
National Past Chef de Gare Club 

 

Dues are due. We will have our semi-annual meeting at the Cajun Wreck. If you have aspirations of being a Chef de Gare, 
consider joining the National Past Chef de Gare Club, New Members dues and initiation fee is $20.00, Renewal dues are $15.00. 
Send your dues to me, Archie Boyette, 128 Legacy Pointe Dr. Pineville, La. 71360. I will complete the proper form, for New 
Members I will need your complete mailing address, Renewals I only need your address if you have moved. You will receive your 
2011 membership card from National. Hope you all are well, and that you plan to attend the Cajun Wreck and the Homecoming 
of Chef de Chemin de Fer Hank Kwiatkowski. Come pass a good time. 

                                          Archie, President NPCC 
                                           Grand du Louisiana 

 

mailto:dengdahl1943@gmail.com
mailto:dkfransen@yahoo.com
mailto:dkfransen@yahoo.com
mailto:larryabshire@netcommander.com
http://www.fortyandeight.org/
mailto:clijeakershaw@cox.net
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Americanism and Special Awards 
Milton Harrison, Directeur 

   It is that time again for all Voiture Locales to start working on their nominations for Law Officer of the Year Award, 
Hero of the Year Award and an Americanism Award for 2011. Each of your nominations must be submitted to the Grand 
Correspondant no later than the second day of the Cajun Wreck in February 2011.  Forms for submitting the Law Officer, Hero, 
Voyageur and city or town of the Year can be found in the Petite Communique.  You may use the 2010 form if Nationale has not 
posted the 2011 version on their website.  Be sure to fill out the participation forms for each nomination and they are also 
included in the Petite Communique.  Time is critical since judging for each of these categories will be done at the Cajun Wreck 
by the Trophy and Awards Committee.  It is extremely important for us to recognize and honor individuals within our local 
communities who perform outstanding feats or heroic acts. 
 
   Guidelines for submission of a candidate for the Americanism Award state that the subject; must be involved in an 
Americanism Program on a National or very broad regional scale, involved in improving the general condition of and for veterans 
and their families.  They must be volunteers who work for no PAY!!  Should the nominee be a member of La Societé, that fact 
must only be mentioned in a passing a manner. 
 
The 2011 Americanism Pins are now available for your locales.  I have received an order of 300 pins and I can reorder more as 
needed.  Please let me know how many pins you need for your locale; each pin requires a contribution of $3.00 to the Nationale 
Americanism Program. The pin does have two clutches on the back for holding it firmly in place. 
  
Place your orders to me ASAP; checks should be made out to Voiture Nationale, Americanism. I can assure you that your orders 
will be mailed to you promptly.  Please support the Americanism Program of La Societé. 
  
You may contact me at 318-949-8079(Home) or 318-828-7751(Cell) or send your correspondence to:   
miltonh388@suddenlink.net  
 

Milton “Milt” Harrison 
Grand Directeur Americanism/Special Awards 
 

Youth Sports Program 
Directeur Wes Howell 

 
The Youth Sports Program of 40 & 8 is now in full swing and welcomes any and all contributions. The importance of this program 
and the contributions it has to offer our communities cannot be over-emphasized. 
 
The Youth Sports Program was established in 1994 and through this program the 40/8 provides financial assistance in the form 
of Grants to individuals or teams who lack the funds to attend or participate in amateur sports programs. This program covers all 
amateur sports programs for youths from age 7 to 20 years of age. 
 
For Grant applications and information contact Grand Youth Sports Directeur Wes Howell cell phone 985-966-1799 

weshowell@aol.com  
 
The program offers the Voiture Locales the opportunity to help make supporting contributions through the sale of Pins and 
Booster Cards. These are also available through the program Directeur. Any Voiture interested in participating in Pin sales or 
wishing to make a donation to this worthwhile program may contact me and I will get this information to you. All checks should be 
made out to Voiture Nationale Youth Sports. 
 
Currently, the Voiture Locales that have participated with Pin and Booster Card sales are; VL-137, VL-224, VL-1038. 

 

Wesley Howell  
 
 
 

mailto:miltonh388@suddenlink.net
mailto:weshowell@aol.com
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PROMENADE NATIONAL- 

More photos on the web http://www.cajunlink.org 
 

 
23 Voyageurs from Louisiana in the front two rows at Promenade Nationale stood and shouted “Who Dat?” when 
Hank was called to take his place as Chef de Chemin de Fer.  

1588 Voyageur Jerry Cruthis pleased these 
Chefs de Chemin de Fer with his artistry. 
Chef Ted Lang 2009 on the left, and Chef 
Jerry Brady 2010 on the right received 
these wood craft mementos by Voyageur 
Cruthis. Hank gave Jerry Brady a little help 
to hold his plaque. The plaques are theme 
based representing the home states of the 
recipients, Illinois and Texas. 
 
 

 

  
 

Left: Oath administered by Verne Eccleston, Chef 1999 
 Center: Sharon tests the fit of the new Gold Chapeau 
              Right: Chef de Chemin de Fer 2011 Hank Kwiatkowski takes charge 

http://www.cajunlink.org/
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Symbolic of the fun and festivities during 
the Promenade is this photo of the 
receiving line at Hank’s hospitality room 
Thursday evening. Dudley LeBlanc, Hank, 
and Sharon stood their places for what 
seemed several hours, greeting everyone 
and hanging sets of Mardi Gras beads 
around the neck of each visitor. Donald 
Burkhart of Kentucky is reaching for his 
beads and a handshake. The Louisiana 
style food by Voyageur Ray Blanchard 
and others and the fellowship made it a 
night to remember. 
 

 

 

Seventeen of the twenty-four Louisiana Voyageurs at Promenade National 2010— 
Standing—Cliff Kershaw, Don Schreiber, Milt Harrison, Stuart Neitzel, Joe Caldwell, Paul Strange, Dennis 
Engdahl, Hank Kwiatkowski, Archie Boyette, J. R. Johnson, Larry Aytes, Harold Burson, Terry Sharp, 
Eldon Guidry. Kneeling—Carl Barr, Frog Morrison, Don Vallery.  
 
Others not in this photo: Ken Lafleur, Dudley LeBlanc, Ray Blanchard, Jack Steransky, Gil Lovelady, 
John DeMoss, Dick Jakubiak. TOTAL – twenty-four.  
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Homecoming for  

Chef de Chemin de Fer  

Hank Kwiatkowski 

Will be celebrated in conjunction with 
Cajun Wreck -- 3 to 6 March 2011 

 Lafayette, Louisiana 
 

The Registration form is posted on the web http://www.cajunlink.org  
and on the last page of this newsletter (page 12) 

 

Medal of Honor 

JACKLYN HAROLD LUCAS 

Note: Private Lucas was barely seventeen years old at the time of this incident. He had lied 
about his age (14) to get into the Marine Corps almost three years earlier.  

Rank and organization: Private First Class, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve, 1st Battalion, 
26th Marines, 5th Marine Division. Place and date: Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 20 
February 1945. Entered service at: Norfolk, Va. Born: 14 February 1928, Plymouth, 
N.C.  

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty while serving with the 1st Battalion, 26th Marines, 5th Marine 
Division, during action against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 
20 February 1945. While creeping through a treacherous, twisting ravine which ran in 
close proximity to a fluid and uncertain frontline on D-plus-1 day, Pfc. Lucas and 3 other 
men were suddenly ambushed by a hostile patrol which savagely attacked with rifle fire 
and grenades. Quick to act when the lives of the small group were endangered by 2 
grenades which landed directly in front of them, Pfc. Lucas unhesitatingly hurled himself 
over his comrades upon 1 grenade and pulled the other under him, absorbing the whole 
blasting forces of the explosions in his own body in order to shield his companions from 
the concussion and murderous flying fragments. By his inspiring action and valiant spirit 
of self-sacrifice, he not only protected his comrades from certain injury or possible death 
but also enabled them to rout the Japanese patrol and continue the advance. His 
exceptionally courageous initiative and loyalty reflect the highest credit upon Pfc. Lucas 
and the U.S. Naval Service. 

When the war ended, he returned home and enrolled in high school to finish his education, not 
yet eighteen, in high school, and possessing the nation’s highest military decoration for heroism, 
the Congressional Medal of Honor. The incredible story of his USMC service is told in an article 
on Wikipedia. Mr. Lucas died in 2008. 

http://www.cajunlink.org/
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